
February 7, 2023 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also in attendance.   

Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had received their agenda, either electronically or in print, and if so, 

were there any additions or deletions.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda, 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Bommersbach then asked if everyone had read the minutes of the January 19th meeting.  Commissioner 

Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 19th meeting as presented.    Commissioner Lee 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of business was the resignation of Andy Badolato from the Recorder’s Office.  Commissioner Hall 

made a motion to accept the resignation of Andy Badolato along with thanks for his years of service to the 

Recorder’s Office and Norman County.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward was the request of Stacy Erickson, Norman County Recorder, to appoint Tessa 

Peacock to the Deputy Recorder position effective February 13, 2023.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow 

County Recorder Erickson to appoint Tessa Peacock to be Deputy Recorder effective February 13, 2023.  

Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:17 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to setting salaries for the Sheriff and County 

Attorney.  Mr. Stene noted that minimum salaries for both the County Attorney and Sheriff had been set at the 

January 4, 2022, board meeting.  The Salary Committee had met with Sheriff, Ben Fall, to discuss the salary for the 

Sheriff.  It was the Salary Committee’s recommendation to set the Sheriff’s salary at $82,500 for 2023 and the 

Attorney’s salary at $100,998 for 2023.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the salaries 

recommended by the Salary Committee for 2023 for the Sheriff at $82,500 and the County Attorney at $100,998.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was a letter requested by Bank of the West with regard to the Sheriff’s Trust Account.  

A/T Hanson noted that she had drafted the letter with information provided by the Sheriff’s Department.  This 

letter will then allow Bank of the West to remove Jeremy Thornton from the Sheriff’s Trust Account and allow Bank 

of the West to add Sheriff, Ben Fall, to the account.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to approve Chairman 

Bommersbach to sign the letter to Bank of the West with regard to the Sheriff’s Trust Account.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward by Chairman Bommersbach was a proposed resolution supported by Association of 

Minnesota Counties (AMC), endorsing the efforts of the Community Supervision Work Group and urging the  

legislature to pass a new funding formula and significant appropriation during the 2023 legislative session.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 02-07-2023, a RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE EFFORTS OF THE 

COMMUNITY SUPERVISION WORK GROUP AND URGING THE LEGISLATURE TO PASS A NEW FUNDING FORMULA 

AND SIGNIFICANT APPROPRIATION DURING THE 2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and on roll call vote there were 5 ayes, and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is 

on file in the A/T Office.   

At 9:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board noting that the grants have 

been submitted for the 6 county Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling for the robotics and the 9 county Hub and 

Spoke System Grant.   

Mr. Johanson also noted that he had been part of a ZOOM meeting with Stantec and Glenn Visser, and had 

become aware that Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) would allow a lined landfill on top of the old 

Jackson Landfill, so this could be another option.   



Garry also noted that he had his first MACPZA meeting as president, and Planning and Zoning Administrators are 

concerned about end of life for wind towers, and solar panels, causing considerable costs to counties.  He did 

suggest that when doing Conditional Use Permits, building permits, etc in the future that involve these types of 

installations, that we need an end of life statement in the permitting process that stipulates who is responsible for 

disposal costs, etc.   

Mr. Johanson also noted that coming up the week of February 20th would be the Governor’s Conference as well as 

the AMC Legislative Conference in the cities, stating that he would be trying to attend sessions at both 

conferences.   He noted it appears they are fast tracking green energy and education.   

Mr. Johanson stated that coming up this Saturday, February 11th, there would be grain bin rescue training held at 

Corey Jacobson’s site for Emergency Management Training along with Fire Department staff.   

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a break, to resume the meeting at 10:00 a.m. with Keith Berndt, 

Highway Engineer, via ZOOM due to COVID issues.   

At 10:05 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting back to order with Engineer Berndt in attendance by 

ZOOM.  Mr. Berndt addressed the board with a number of agenda items, the first being a review of the roads in 

the county, noting with have 690 miles of road, 313 of which are paved, and 377 of gravel and the funding for 

those roads.  The next item brought before the board was for information only with regard to MN DOT pavement 

testing, and Ride Quality Index (RQI) Performance Categories and Norman County 2021 Data showing that 90% of 

the 290 miles of Norman County paved roads tested were in the good to very good category, 26 miles in the fair 

category and 3 miles in the poor category.  Engineer Berndt also reviewed the 2022 MN Highway Tax Distribution 

Fund and also how inflation is impacting counties with specific references to bituminous road resurfacing, concrete 

box culverts, bridges, equipment and salt, noting sizeable increases in the purchase of any of these items, along 

with proposed funding increases to come before the legislature.   

Engineer Berndt also gave the board an update on the building progress, noting the support walls have been 

constructed to enable the setting of the beams, and that the precast walls are expected to arrive the third week in 

February.   

The next item on the Highway agenda was a review of proposed highway construction projects for 2023 thru 2027.  

The project for 2023 is to finish the CSAH 10 project from CSAH 39 to CSAH 25, which was rebuilt in 2022 and is 

scheduled to be paved in 2023.  Engineer Berndt requested to proceed with completion of design and solicit bids 

for the 2023 projects on CSAH 10, which would include resurfacing of CSAH 10 from CSAH 25 to CSAH 19, which 

was not included in the initial project for the rebuilding of CSAH 10 done in 2022.  The portion of CSAH 10 from 

CSAH 25 north to Hwy 200 is estimated at $360,000, and the portion of CSAH 10 from Hwy 200 north to CSAH 19 is 

estimated at $810,000.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Highway Dept moving ahead with 

design and bid process to overlay the portion of CSAH 10 from CSAH 25 north to CSAH 19.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Bommersbach asked Engineer Berndt if he was aware of the status of the FireFrost Trail grant process 

with regard to bills incurred from Widseth, Smith, Nolting & Associates for the FireFrost Trail Rehab that have been 

submitted to the county for payment.  A/T Hanson noting that the county had already paid out $8,600+ and 

receiving another $1,380 bill.   A/T Hanson was looking for guidance from the board on whether the board wanted 

this paid with the grant funds not yet received at this point.  Engineer Berndt noted that he would check on this.   

At 10:42 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with regard to the Community Health Board.  She noted 

that Commissioner Bommersbach had graduated off the board and that Commissioner Hall had agreed to serve as 

the board representative to the Community Health Board.  Director Kjono noted that Erin Stoltman, who had 

previously served on the board, from Essential Health, has moved out of the community.  Director Kjono would like 

to request that Angie Nelson, of the Halstad area, be appointed to the Community Health Board as a community 

member.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint Angie Nelson, as a community member, to the 

Community Health Board.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



The next item on Director Kjono’s agenda was a request for out-of-state travel for Aimee Eggen to attend the 

Lifesavers Conference in Seattle, WA, from April 1 thru the 5th.  Director Kjono noted that this would be 

reimbursed by the State of MN in conjunction with the state committee that Aimee is a part of.  Commissioner Hall 

made a motion to approve the out-of-state travel request for Aimee Eggen to attend the Lifesavers Conference in 

Seattle, WA, with the stipulation that she give a report to the board upon returning.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward by Director Kjono was a Memorandum of Agreement with Mayville State University 

to allow for an internship program.  Sarah explained that they have done this in the past and it is sometimes for 20 

hours, maybe 40 hours, that the intern would provide, that she can have the individual work on a special project, 

or be involved with others on a project which is time we don’t have to pay for that individual to help us out while 

they are learning.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to approve the MOA with Mayville State University.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Director Kjono asked to table the discussion item she had on the agenda with regard to office space until the next 

meeting.   

The next item of discussion brought forward by Director Kjono was the National Association of County Health 

Officials Conference in Atlanta, GA from April 23 thru 27th.  Director Kjono noted that they had remaining COVID 

funds and their state director was encouraging them to get them used, and education would be a good use for the 

funds, and had approved this conference.  Director Kjono would like to have herself and Tammy Carlsrud attend 

the training as she has heard good things about the conference from others who have attended in the past.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the request for out-of-state travel for Tammy Carlsrud and 

Sarah Kjono, with the stipulation that they must give a report to the board when they have returned.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Director Kjono then noted that Opioid settlement discussions are beginning locally.  Setting up a meeting with Kim 

Myers, Public Health, Nancy Rhen, Social Services, Liz Brainard, County Attorney, and herself.  Will come back in 

March with more information.   

At 10:55 a.m. A/T Hanson brought forward the land lease agreement between the County of Norman and Michael 

Kitchell, for the land located in Section 35 of Lake Ida Township that had been advertised and bid on in 2022 for a 

two-year lease beginning in 2023 and ending December 31, 2024.  The board had previously accepted the bid from 

Mr. Kitchell in the amount of $6,696.00 per year for the 2023 and 2024 crop years.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the land lease with Michael Kitchell for two years.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

At 11:00 a.m. Liz Brainard, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to the bond for county officers.  

Attorney Brainard noted that she had contacted several counties for information on how they handle the bond for 

county officers, and the majority of the 87 counties are insured with MCIT and they are covering their county 

officers through the coverage provided by MCIT, and they are retaining their policy in a county office, much as we 

do with having the policy housed in the Auditor – Treasurer’s Office.  Attorney Brainard felt her recommendation 

would be to remain status quo.   

At 11:05 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with information on the contract for HR services with Carrie 

Berglind, noting he had worked with Attorney Brainard to draft the contract.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

approve the contract for HR Services with Carrie Berglind, to begin February 15th, at a rate of $6,000 per month.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:13 a.m. Commissioner Hall gave a Building Committee report noting the county has space needs, and 

provided board members with plat information as well as pictures of the Hellerud property to the west of the 

courthouse.  Commissioner Hall proposed considering purchase or rent of the Hellerud Law Building.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Hall was asked to set up a tour for the board on February 16th at 1:00 p.m. as part of 

their board meeting.   



Commissioner Hall also noted that she and Commissioner Lee had done a walk through of the courthouse with 

Danny Janssen, Maintenance Supervisor, to discuss some of the maintenance issues he was noting and hoping to 

get taken care of.  This included carpet needing replacement, flag pole issues, the glass floor squares on the main 

floor, and tile issues in the A/T vault.  Commissioner Hall noted that these are things that need attention in the not 

too distant future.   

At 11:40 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach asked if anyone had anything more to add to the meeting.  A/T Hanson 

addressed the board with the fact that she had talked with American Federal Bank, where we currently have our 

checking, and had noted that we were only receiving 0.5% interest on our main money market account, while the 

E-911 and ARPA accounts were receiving higher interest.  A/T Hanson noted that she had negotiated a 3% rate for 

our main money market account beginning February 3rd.  This would generate a considerable increase in interest 

funds for the county.  She noted that American Federal had locked the account at .5% during COVID to keep the 

county earning something, and it was unfortunate that when the rates had started increasing, no one had noted it 

earlier.   

Chairman Bommersbach then asked if the commissioners had been able to review the bills that had been 

submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   

Revenue - $ 27,133.30   Road & Bridge - $ 125,304.64  Building - $ 10,501.00 

Human Services - $ 221.88   County EDA - $ 2,500.00   Forfeited Tax - $ 150.00 

Public Health - $4,606.76   G.O. Debt Service Fund - $ 750.00  Solid Waste - $ 4,118.25 

County Homes - $ 373.69   TOTAL - $ 175,659.52  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:42 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting.    

 

   

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Bommersbach, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


